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TITLE I:  DEFINITIONS; GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
1.1   Definitions.  As used in these rules: 
“Action” shall mean every case or controversy filed with this Tribunal for disposition or ruling; 
“Hearing” shall mean the presentation to the Tribunal of the position of the parties; 
“Holiday” shall mean any one of the following days: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Day, 
Presidents Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day; 
“Proceeding” includes every proceeding before this Tribunal; 
“Petitioner” includes every moving party; and 
“Respondent” includes every responding party. 
 
1.2   Terms of the Tribunal.  There shall be a biennial term commencing on the last day of each 
Biennial Convention and continuing until adjourned or until the following term begins.  The Tribunal 
shall be deemed to be always open for the filing of papers and making motions or orders. 
 
1.3   Order of Authorities.  In the consideration and determination of all matters before this Tribunal, 
the following authorities shall control, in decreasing order of authority:  the Constitution of Phi Alpha 
Delta Law Fraternity, International; the International By-Laws; these Rules of the Tribunal; and the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, to the extent that the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure may reasonably 
be found to apply. 
 
TITLE II:  COMMENCING AN ACTION; SERVICE OF PAPERS; TIME LIMITS 
 
2.1   Commencing an Action.  An action before this Tribunal shall be commenced by the Petitioner by 
the filing of a Petition directed personally to the Chief Tribune and/or one or both of the Associate 
Tribunes, or in care of the Executive Director, along with a certification that service thereof has been 
made upon all Respondents as set forth in Rule 2.3.  Such Petition shall state such facts and 
circumstances as necessary to set forth a cause of action and to establish the jurisdiction of this Tribunal, 
as well as the relief requested. 
 
2.2   Service of Papers.  Service of all papers filed with this Tribunal, including the initial Petition and 
all subsequent motions, briefs, etc., shall be made upon all opposing parties by any such means as would 
reasonably be expected to give them actual notice of the filing thereof, including by electronic means.  
In the event that this Tribunal determines that such service is insufficient or that additional parties 
should receive notice, it shall enter any such orders regarding service and notice as it deems necessary. 
 
2.3   Form of Certification of Service.  All papers filed with the Tribunal shall have appended thereto a 
Certificate of Service, signed by the party or parties or their representative, indicating the name of each 
party served therewith, and the address, facsimile number, and/or email address at which service was 
made, and shall be in substantially the following form: “I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing 
(Petition / Answer / Motion / Brief / etc.) was (mailed, first-class postage prepaid, / electronically 
delivered / etc.) on (date) to the following parties of record: (Here list the name of each party served and 
the address, facsimile number, and/or email address at which service was made.) (Individual signature of 
the party or representative.) 
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2.4   Time Limitations.  Unless otherwise set forth in the International By-Laws or these Rules, in all 
cases of original or appellate jurisdiction, an action shall be filed by the Petitioner no later than 45 
calendar days from the date that Petitioner knew or should have known of the existence of the cause of 
action. 
 
2.5   Computation of Time.  In computing any period of time under these Rules, contained in an order 
of the Tribunal or in any other applicable authority, the day of the act, event or default on which the 
period of time begins to run shall be excluded.  The last day of the period shall be included, unless it is a 
Saturday, Sunday or holiday.  If the last day of the period as computed is a Saturday, Sunday or holiday, 
the last day of the period runs until the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday or holiday.  For purposes 
of this rule, the last day shall conclude, for electronic submissions, at 11:59:59 p.m. in the time zone in 
which the Fraternity’s Executive Office is located, and for all other submissions, upon the closing of the 
Executive Office on that day. 
 
2.6   Entry of Cases on Docket.  The Chief Tribune, upon receipt of the initial papers in any action, 
shall assign the action a docket number, and shall forthwith give notice thereof to the parties.  The case 
shall be docketed when filed in this Tribunal. 
 
2.7   Consolidation of Actions.  When cases involving a common question of law or fact are pending 
before the Tribunal, it may order a joint argument and may make such other orders concerning 
proceedings to avoid any unnecessary costs or delay. 
 
TITLE III:  PARTIES; REPRESENTATION 
 
3.1   Permitted Parties.  Any member of Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, International in good 
standing or for whom good standing is at issue may be a Petitioner or Respondent in any action brought 
before the Tribunal. 
 
3.2   Real Party in Interest.  Any action brought to the Tribunal shall be prosecuted and defended in the 
name of and by the real parties in interest, except that any action initiated or defended on behalf of a 
chapter, board, committee, etc., may be done so by any one or more of its officers in a representative 
capacity. 
 
3.3   Permissive Joinder of Parties.  In the discretion of the Tribunal, any member or entity of this 
Fraternity having an interest in any action pending before this Tribunal may be added as a Petitioner or 
Respondent in such action upon motion. 
 
3.4   Misjoinder and Nonjoinder of Parties.  The Tribunal may at any time, upon motion or sua 
sponte, add or drop a party, and may sever any claim against a party. 
 
3.5   Representation.  Any party may, at their option, be represented in any action before the Tribunal, 
provided such representative is a member in good standing of this Fraternity; is licensed to practice law 
in, and is in good standing with, any jurisdiction recognized by the International Chapter or by the 
International Executive Board; and files a Notice of Appearance with this Tribunal and makes service of 
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same upon all other parties.  As provided in the International By-Laws, the International Marshal shall 
represent the International Executive Board in any action in which it is a party. 
 
TITLE IV:  PLEADINGS AND MOTIONS; FORMAT OF PAPERS; EXTENSIONS OF TIME 
 
4.1   Pleadings Allowed.  A Petition and an Answer shall generally constitute the pleadings in any 
particular action before this Tribunal.  The Tribunal may allow additional pleadings where the facts and 
circumstances of a particular action warrant them. 
 
4.2   Time to Plead.  Responsive pleadings shall be served and filed no later than 20 days after service 
of the pleading to which they respond. 
 
4.3   Motions.  Any request for an order by the Tribunal shall be made by motion.  Except as otherwise 
allowed by the Tribunal, all motions shall be reduced to writing and served upon all parties.  The 
moving party shall serve and file with his/her motion a brief written statement of reasons in support of 
the motion and the authorities on which he relies.  The adverse party, if they intend to oppose the 
motion, shall serve and file a brief written statement of reasons in opposition to the motion and the 
authorities on which they rely no later than 20 days after service of the moving papers.  Failure to serve 
or file a written statement in opposition to a motion may be deemed a waiver of objection to the granting 
or denial of the motion.  A party who does not oppose a motion shall notify the Tribunal promptly. 
 
4.4   Format of Papers.  All papers and briefs filed with this Tribunal shall be printed, or otherwise 
prepared in standard 12 point type, in a clear and legible manner on white paper; shall have their lines 
double spaced except in headings, quotations, citations, footnotes and appendices; shall be signed by the 
party or parties or the representative by whom the same is filed; shall contain their name or names and 
addresses; and shall contain a certification that service thereof has been made upon all parties as set 
forth in Rule 2.3.  The pages shall be 8 1/2 inches by 11 inches, each sheet to have a margin at the top 
and bottom of not less than 1 inches, on the left-hand side of not less than 1 1/2 inches, and on the right-
hand side of not less than 1/2 inch, and, except for printed briefs that may be bound or stapled along the 
left-hand margin, shall be bound or stapled at the upper left-hand corner.  Such papers shall be filed with 
a cover page or caption that shall include the title of the Tribunal, the name of the case abbreviated or in 
full, the character of the document, and, with the exception of the initial Petition, the docket number 
assigned by the Tribunal.  Immediately below the title of the document, a space shall be left for the file 
mark of the Tribunal.  Papers not complying with the requirements of this Rule may not be accepted for 
filing, except by leave of the Tribunal. 
 
4.5   Number of Copies.  All original documents filed in hard copy with the Tribunal must be 
accompanied by three (3) clear and legible copies. 
 
4.6   Electronic Filing and Service.  All papers, including the initial Petition and all subsequent 
motions, briefs, etc., may be filed with the Tribunal and served upon all parties electronically by 
facsimile or by email.  All documents filed by email shall be in PDF or an equivalent format and shall be 
emailed to the Chief Tribune and/or one or both of the Associate Tribunes at their designated email 
addresses as published on the Fraternity website.  Service by email on other parties shall be in similar 
format.  Any party that desires not to accept service by electronic means, or to limit such service to 
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particular electronic means, may file and serve on all other parties, anytime after the commencement of 
an action, a statement indicating the manner or manners in which they will accept service of all 
subsequent papers. 
 
4.7   Extensions of Time.  For good cause shown, the Tribunal may, upon motion, extend any time 
limits set forth in these Rules. 
 
TITLE V:  DISCOVERY 
 
5.1   Necessity.  The Tribunal, upon motion, may allow parties to conduct discovery in such form and in 
such manner as it deems necessary to allow for a full and fair adjudication of the pending action. 
 
TITLE VI:  EVIDENCE AND ORAL ARGUMENTS 
 
6.1   Submission on Papers.  All motions shall be taken on the papers, and all cases shall be submitted 
on briefs, without the submission of additional evidence and without oral argument, unless otherwise 
ordered by the Tribunal pursuant to this Title. 
 
6.2   Notice of Argument.  In all such instances where the Tribunal wishes to take evidence or hear oral 
arguments on a Motion or Petition, the Chief Tribune shall notify all parties of the date and time of the 
hearing. 
 
6.3   Order of Argument.  Unless otherwise directed by the Tribunal, the Petitioner shall proceed first 
and may reserve rebuttal time.  Where there are more than two parties scheduled for argument, the 
Tribunal shall determine the order of the argument. 
 
6.4   Time for Argument.  Each party shall be allowed not more than 15 minutes for argument, except 
by special leave of the Tribunal. 
 
TITLE VII:  BRIEFS 
 
7.1   Format and Service.  All briefs shall conform with Rules 4.4, 4.5 and 4.6.  Except after leave 
granted, the Tribunal will not accept an opening or answering brief of more than 20 typewritten pages, 
or a reply brief of more than 15 typewritten pages, exclusive of indices and appendices, or the equivalent 
thereof if the brief is prepared otherwise than by typewriting, or any brief that does not conform with 
Rules 4.4, 4.5 and 4.6. 
 
7.2   Opening Brief.  The Petitioner shall file an opening brief, containing all matters in the order herein 
indicated. 
(a) A subject index of the matter in the brief with page references and a table of authority. 
(b) A statement showing that this Tribunal has jurisdiction. 
(c) A short and concise statement of the question or questions presented for decision, set forth in the 
most general terms possible.  The statement of a question presented will be deemed to include every 
subsidiary question fairly comprised therein.  Questions not presented according to this paragraph will 
be disregarded.  The Tribunal, at its option, may notice a plain error not presented. 
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(d) A concise statement of the case. 
(e) A concise statement of the points on which the Petitioner tends to rely, set forth in separate, 
numbered paragraphs. 
(f) Relevant parts of the authority involved, which if lengthy, may be set out in an appendix. 
(g) The argument, exhibiting clearly the points of fact and of law being presented, citing the authorities 
relied upon, may be preceded by a concise summary.  There may be included in an appendix parts of 
any record material to the questions presented. 
 
7.3   Answering Brief.  Within 20 days after service of a copy of Petitioner’s opening brief, the 
Respondent shall file an answering brief.  The brief shall be of like character with that required of the 
Petitioner except that no statement of points shall be required, and no statement of the case shall be 
required unless the statement of the case presented by the Petitioner is controverted.  The brief shall 
contain a counter statement of the questions presented for decision, unless the Respondent is satisfied 
with the statement of questions included in the Petitioner’s brief. 
 
7.4   Reply Brief.  Within 15 days after service of a copy of Respondent’s answering brief, Petitioner 
may file a reply brief.  The reply brief shall be confined to matter in reply to Respondent’s answering 
brief. 
 
7.5   Briefs in Default or Not in Conformity with Rule.  When the brief for Petitioner is not filed 
within the time required, the Chief Tribune shall forthwith give notice to the parties that the matter will 
be called to the attention of the Tribunal on a day certain for such action as the Tribunal deems proper, 
and the case may be dismissed.  When the brief of a Petitioner is otherwise not in conformity with this 
rule, the case may be dismissed.  When a Respondent is in default, he may not be heard, except upon 
consent of his/her adversary or by leave of the Tribunal. 
 
7.6   Briefs of Amicus Curiae.  A brief of an amicus may be filed upon consent of all parties or by 
leave of the Tribunal.  When consent to the filing of such brief is refused by any party, a motion for 
leave to file may be presented to the tribunal and served to all parties.  The parties may reasonably file 
objections, concisely stating their reasons. 
 
TITLE VIII:  ORDERS; JUDGMENTS; COSTS; PAPERS ON FILE 
 
8.1   Signing of Orders and Decisions.  Any Tribune may issue any necessary order or decision relating 
to any action pending before the Tribunal. 
 
8.2   Injunctive Relief.  Prior to the issuance of final judgment, upon motion of a party and with notice 
to and an opportunity to be heard by any opposing party, the Tribunal may issue an order granting 
injunctive relief.  Orders for injunctive relief shall, state the reasons why it issued, state its terms 
specifically, and describe in reasonable detail the act or acts restrained or required. 
 
8.3   Judgment.  All decisions of the Tribunal shall be issued in writing and shall be final and binding 
on all parties, except as provided in this Title. 
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8.4   Motions to Reconsider or Reargue.  Within 30 days after an Opinion of the Tribunal is rendered, 
a party to the case or controversy may file a motion to reconsider or reargue.  Such motion shall be filed 
in accordance with the provisions of this rule.  The motion shall be served in a memorandum setting 
forth concisely the matters which the petitioner believes the Tribunal has overlooked.  The time periods 
for the service of answering and reply memoranda, if any, shall be governed by Title VII.  No oral 
arguments shall be heard unless the Tribunal directs that the matter shall be reargued orally. 
 
8.5   Costs.  Each party shall be liable for their own costs incurred in any action. 
 
8.6   Papers on File.  Upon issuance of a final decision, the Chief Tribune shall electronically publish 
the opinion to the Fraternity and send all of the original documents to the Executive Office for filing.  
No papers shall be removed from the files of the Tribunal except by permission of the Chief Tribune. 
 
TITLE IX:  PROCEDURE DURING CONVENTIONS ASSEMBLED 
 
9.1   Application.  These rules shall only apply to those matters brought before the Tribunal during a 
Convention assembled. 
 
9.2   Filing.  All matters brought before the Tribunal during Conventions assembled shall be 
commenced in the same manner as all other actions under these Rules.  The Tribunal will thereafter 
make a determination of whether the Petition falls within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal and whether the 
Tribunal will hear the matter during the pendency of the Convention. 
 
9.3   Response.  If jurisdiction is accepted by the Tribunal, all responding parties shall file their 
responses with the Chief Tribune within the time frame established by the Tribunal, which responses 
shall conform with Rules 4.4, 4.5, and 4.6. 
 
9.4   Hearing.  The Tribunal may, in its discretion, order a hearing on any Petition filed before it, at 
which time, the Tribunal may take evidence, if necessary. 
 
9.5   Orders.  The Tribunal shall issue its decision on an expedited basis in accordance with Title VIII 
of these Rules, except that Rule 8.4 shall not apply to a Petition filed under this Title. 
 
TITLE X:  OTHER EXPEDITED MATTERS 
 
10.1   Expedited Action.  When the facts or circumstances of a particular action would require 
expedited action by the Tribunal in order to avoid the issue from being moot or for any other reason, the 
Tribunal may, upon motion of any party or sua sponte, adjust any time frames set forth in these Rules, or 
otherwise enter such scheduling orders, as it deems reasonable and necessary in order to issue its 
decision on an expedited basis. 
 
TITLE XI:  AMENDMENT OF RULES 
 
11.1   Amendment.  These Rules may be amended by the Tribunal from time to time as the Tribunal 
shall deem necessary. 



7 

 

TITLE XII:  CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY 
 
12.1   Recusal.   Where a party believes that a member of the Tribunal has a conflict in a particular case 
or controversy, the party may petition the Tribunal to ascertain the existence of said conflict.  The 
Petition shall state the member, the conflict and the source of information supporting the allegation. 
 
The member, or members, alleged to have a conflict shall, within a reasonable period of time, make a 
determination as to the existence of a conflict and the decision as to whether or not said conflict, if any, 
would cause the member to be unable to make a fair determination in the matter.  Should a conflict not 
exist, or the conflict will not necessitate recusal, the member shall continue to act in his/her capacity as a 
member of the Tribunal. 
 
Should the member(s) determine that recusal is necessary, a replacement member shall be appointed by 
the Chief Tribune to act on that matter only.  Should the member requiring recusal be the Chief, the 
Associate Tribune with the most seniority on the Tribune shall make the appointment.  Should the two 
Associate Tribunes have the same length of service, the Associate Tribune having been initiated into Phi 
Alpha Delta first shall be deemed the "senior" member. 
 
12.2   Appointment   Where a vacancy exists on the Tribunal for a particular case, following a 
determination of recusal owing to a conflict, the Chief Tribune, or the Senior Associate Tribune as 
described above, shall appoint a member to serve on the Tribunal in a temporary capacity. 
 
The appointment shall come from the following classes of membership within Phi Alpha Delta:  
(a) A past member of the International Tribunal 
(b) A member of Phi Alpha Delta who is currently a member of the judiciary. 
(c) A member of Phi Alpha Delta who is a past member of the judiciary. 
 
12.3   Service   Once the acting member of the Tribunal has completed his/her service on that particular 
case, said service shall expire and the recused member(s) of the Tribunal shall once again take their seat. 


